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Abstract
This strategy is aimed to help the students in formulating a step by step
process for descriptive paragraph writing. The footsteps are developed in
order to help the students in generating their ideas to compose the descriptive
paragraphs. Anderson and Anderson (1998) explained that the purpose of
descriptive paragraphs is to tell about the subject by describing its features
without including personal opinions. Since descriptive paragraph is a kind of
difficulties in getting started or lose their ideas during the writing process of
the text. Therefore, the footsteps provide some ideas to be developed by the
students as the guidance in formulating descriptive paragraphs. Additionally,
students often rely on the repetitive descriptors instead of expanding the use of
adverbs and adjectives. This strategy helps the students to avoid the repetition
of the similar descriptors. Thus, this strategy provides patterns to be followed
in writing descriptive paragraphs as well as to aid them in creating the better
final result.
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Introduction
English writing is considered as one of the most difficult skill for language learners
because they need to have a certain amount of L2 background knowledge about the
rhetorical organizations, appropriate language use or specific lexicon with which they want
to communicate to their readers (Tangpermpoon, 2008). In order to achieve the successful
writing, writing exercises are playing important rules. The most important factor in writing
exercises is that students need to be personally involved in order to make the learning
experience of lasting value. Encouraging student participation in the exercise, while at the
same time refining and expanding writing skills, requires a certain pragmatic approach.
The teacher should be clear on what skills he/she is trying to develop. Next, the teacher
needs to decide on which means (or type of exercise) can facilitate learning of the target
area. Once the target skill areas and means of implementation are defined, the teacher can
then proceed to focus on what topic can be employed to ensure student participation. By
pragmatically combining these objectives, the teacher can expect both enthusiasm and
effective learning.
The next important factor for the successfulness of teaching writing is writing
strategies.Writing can be difficult and time consuming for many students, but like any
complex job, writing is easier if you have the right tools. Writing strategies are the tools
writers use to do their work. Good writing does not happen by accident. Successful writers
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use mental procedures to control the production of writing. We call these mental
procedures writing strategies. Writing strategies are deliberate, focused ways of thinking
about writing. A writing strategy can take many forms. It can be a formal plan a teacher
wants students to follow to write a book report, or it can be something as simple as a trick
to remember how a word is spelled. Since descriptive paragraphs let the reader touch, taste,
see, hear and smell what you are describing, the reader should feel as if they can see what
you are describing clearly. There are some writing strategies involved in writing
Descriptive Writing:
Cynthia Magera (2000) from Akron Elementary School. The strategy helps the students in
giving the chance to succeed in adding adjectives to their writing and form word patterns
such as adjectives. The strategy should be used after the students have an understanding of
what a noun and an adjective are.
Peha (2003). In descriptive paragraph, showing is one of the most sophisticated techniques
a writer can use. It makes our writing richer and more descriptive. It also helps you
discover new ways to say things. Showing is the key to rich and satisfying descriptive
writing that sounds like the writing you read in the very best books.In writing, we often say
Showing is more
specific than telling.
trees. Dark clouds poured down buckets of rain that overran the gutters and spilled onto the
Showing helps readers make pictures in their minds. As the writer, you
know what you
mind that you have in yours. (3) Showing is more interesting than telling. You could write
so cool and let the readers figure out how cool your dog is all by themselves. This makes
readers more interested in your writing because they want to work harder to figure things
out. Writers use strategies all the time to keep their writing going and to make it come out
the way they intend. Considering many strategies in developing ideas to help the students
d in this paper to help the students in
composing descriptive paragraph formation.
THEORETICAL BASIS
This lesson is developed to help students formulate a step-by-step process for
descriptive paragraph writing. A descriptive paragraph is one which creates an image in the
paragraph writing or do not know how to continue after they have written the topic
sentence. Moreover, they often use repetitive descriptors instead of expanding the use of
adjectives and adverbs.
introduced by Julia M. Harford. The application of the strategy is inspired by the footstep
in composing descriptive paragraph. This strategy provides the students with a pattern to
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follow in writing their paragraphs as well as aids them in composing better descriptive
paragraphs.
Step 1: Identifying the Strategy
This strategy is created in order to help the students in developing and internalizing
a step-by-step thinking strategy for writing descriptive paragraphs. Since the students are
familiar of the descriptive text, they are often called upon to use variety words and phrases
to depict the subject they are writing about. Many students had trouble in creating detailed
descriptive paragraphs without being repetitive, and many of them had difficulties on how
to start writing. Some of them also had obstacles in continuing writing after they had
developed a topic sentence. They were unable to elaborate upon the main ideas. This
strategy allows them to reach each stage in the paragraph writing process by showing them
how and when each decision in the process is made. Using the think-sheets as a guide, the
students are successfully complete the process. Then, they have all the information they
need to write an informative and well-organized descriptive paragraph.
Step 2: Modeling the Strategy
Using a projector, the students are introduced to the footsteps they will use for this
strategy. The explanation is given that this strategy will enable the students to write
descriptive paragraphs smoothly and easily if it is used correctly. Then, a topic for
discussion is introduced as an example. Lynx is chosen and the example of how to write a
descriptive paragraph about what lynx looks like is shown. The students may also be asked
to help in completing each step in the process according to the think-sheets.
Footstep #1: This is where we write the topic of the paragraph.
Footstep #2
students has to answer. In group, the students have to come up with 2-3 sentences that
may or may not work as topic sentences in the final paragraph. Teacher writes those
choices down in the space provided and tells the students that they may or may not use
these choices.
Footstep #3: This step asks the students to create a list of adjectives or phrases used
in describing the topic. At this point, the class can brainstorm ideas to find the appropriate
word and phrases about the topic. This step is the mos
process because it allows the creation of a list of words instead of demanding full
sentences. Moreover, the students can think more precisely.
Footstep #4: After making a list of word or phrases about the topic, the students are
asked to make 3-4 sentences using the words and phrases that have been listed. Note that
they have the words and phrases down on the paper, creating sentences with them become
a much easier task.
Footstep #5: The students then are asked to organize sentences in the order they
would most make sense in their paragraph. If there is more than one possible arrangement,
we can vote on the best one.
Footstep #6: The students are now required to choose the topic sentence they
believe will best suit the pa
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needed, the new topic can be created after they have the rest of paragraph written.
Footstep #7: Next, they can finish the paragraph with a concluding sentence. This
sentence should sum up what they have written about the topic. In a class discussion, the
students may brainstorm some possibilities. The concluding sentence should be kept
simple but pull together the information they have stated in the paragraph.
Footstep #8: This is the last step in the process. The students are asked to rewrite
es, we have successfully completed the writing task in composing
descriptive paragraph. If it does not, we will need to read back through the steps to
determine where the errors occurred.
Step 3: Scaffolding the Strategy
After going through the process on the overhead, teacher passes out the copy of
think-sheets to each student. Their task is to follow the same process we followed together
to write their own paragraph about a mammal of their choice. Teacher can check the
students as they write to make sure they are following each step of the process. Then, the
students may share their paragraph with each other.
SAMPLE MATERIALS
Since every step of the footsteps strategy should be followed, each sentence formed
is meaningful and related to each other. This strategy also provides the avoidance in using
the repetitive descriptors in describing the topic. The sample material used in this strategy
is a descriptive paragraph about lynx as follow:
Lynx
The lynx is a member of the cat family and one of the biggest cats
of North America. They live in the snowy place so that they have thick
fur to prevent the extreme cold. Lynx are best known for their short tails
and the long black hair on the ears. Having medium size of body makes
them easy to move to chase their prey. Acting as predators, lynx hunt
small mammals, birds, and fish. In conclusion, lynx is one of the cutest
TEACHING PROCEDURES
learners
are elaborated.
Pre-teaching
1. Introduce the concept of footsteps strategy
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Figure1. The pattern of footsteps strategy
2. Explain each step of the footsteps strategy
Footstep #1: This is where we write the topic of the paragraph.
Footstep #2: We have to come up with 2-3 sentences that may or may not
work as topic sentences in the final paragraph.
Footstep #3: This step asks us to create a list of adjectives or phrases used in
describing the topic.
Footstep #4: After making a list of word or phrases about the topic, we are
asked to make 3-4 sentences using the words and phrases that have been
listed.
Footstep #5: Then, we are asked to organize sentences in the order that
would most make sense in our paragraph.
Footstep #6 : We are now required to choose the topic sentence they believe
will best suit the paragraph
Footstep #7: Next, we can finish the paragraph with a concluding sentence.
Footstep #8: This is the last step in the process. We are asked to rewrite the
paragraph in the full form.
Whilst-teaching
3. Ask the students to pay attention on every step of the footsteps strategy.
Meanwhile, give the example on applying the footsteps strategy (Lynx).
Footstep #1: Choose your topic
At the beginning, you should choose one topic to be described. For example, you
can choose lynx. Teacher may provide picture and relevant video about lynx.
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Figure2. Video of lynx
Footstep #2: Come up with 2-3 sentences that may or may not work as topic
sentences in the final paragraph.
For the second step, you need to write 2-3 sentences about the topic chosen. These
sentences may be used for your topic sentences. You may write about the topic in
general. For example:
Lynx is the name given to wild cat.
Lynx is a kind of animal that looks like cat
The lynx is a member of the cat family and one of the biggest cat in North
America
Footstep #3: Create a list of adjectives or phrases used in describing the topic.
This step helps the students in developing their ideas since they are required to
make a list consists of words or phrases related to the topic. Teacher may provide a
picture to help the students determining the list. For example:
Cat-alike
Snowy place
Cute
Thick fur
Short tail
Medium size
Predators
Figure3. The picture of Lynx
Footstep #4: Make 3-4 sentences using the words and phrases that have been
listed.
Based on the list that has been created before, the students are asked to create the
sentences to describe the topic. This idea helps the students to avoid the repetitive
adjectives. For example:
Lynx has thick fur to prevent the extreme cold
Lynx are best known for their short tails and the long black hair on the ears
They live in the snowy place
Acting as predators, lynx hunt small mammals, birds, and fish
Having medium size of body makes them easy to move to chase their prey
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Footstep #5: Organize sentences in the order to have the most make-sense
paragraph.
After composing the sentences, the students have to arrange it to the most makesense order so that the paragraph will be coherent and cohesive. For example:
Lynx are best known for their short tails and the long black hair on the ears
Lynx live in the snowy place so that they have thick fur to prevent the
extreme cold
Having medium size of body makes them easy to move to chase their prey
Acting as predators, lynx hunt small mammals, birds, and fish
Footstep #6: Choose the topic sentence that is best suits the paragraph
In this step, the students may choose one of the sentences they have made in
footstep #2 as the topic sentence for their paragraph. However, the students may
also make the new topic sentence that is best suit to the paragraph they have been
formulated. For example:
Lynx is the name given to wild cat.
Lynx is a kind of animal that looks like cat
The lynx is a member of the cat family and one of the biggest cats in
North America.
The best topic sentence
Footstep #7: Finish the paragraph with a concluding sentence
The next step to do is making the concluding sentence for the descriptive
paragraph. This sentence should summarize the ideas that have been described in
the previous sentences. For example:
Footstep #8: Rewrite the paragraph in the full form
Finally, the last step to be done is completing the descriptive paragraph by

in writing descriptive paragraph by following the footstep strategy. For example:
Lynx
The lynx is a member of the cat family and one of the biggest
live in the snowy place so that they have thick fur to prevent the
extreme cold. Lynx are best known for their short tails and the long
black hair on the ears. Having medium size of body makes them easy to
move to chase their prey. Acting as predators, lynx hunt small
mammals, birds, and fish. In conclusion, lynx is one of the cutest cats
4. Ask the students to develop their own paragraph by following the footsteps strategy
on the given topics (See Appendix 1).
5. Distribute the thinksheets (See Appendix 2) to the students.
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6. Show the each step on the slide so that the students can follow the strategy. Set the
timing and give limited time for every step of the strategy according to the
complexity of the activity. For example: For footstep #1: Choose the topic (1
minute), footstep #8: rewrite the whole paragraph (10 minutes).
Post-teaching
7. Ask the students to have peer editing on their work after they have finished, and
then revise their product
8.
REFLECTION
I have applied the footstep strategy in the teaching of writing classes at the English
Department in LambungMangkurat University. Based on the implementation, the students
are mostly helped by the strategy in developing ideas of making the descriptive paragraph.
The presentation was interesting because of the colorful slides and the variety of the
teaching material that includes pictures and appropriate video. Each step is easy to be
followed, and most of the students had successfully made a descriptive paragraph in 15
minutes. However, there are some flaws on the strategy as had been suggested during the
implementation. First, the step should be in order. It means that after finishing the first
step, we should continue to the next step. In this strategy, there is a step that allows the
students to go back to the previous step such as footstep #6. This step makes the strategy
appeared to be in a cycle. Second, there are some steps that are not appropriate, for
example footstep #2 in making 3-4 sentences about the topic. It will be more beneficial and
practical if we go directly on the footstep #3 (making a list of words and phrases about the
topic). I think it is appropriate to do since on the footstep #6, the strategy requires us to
make a topic sentence so that we do not need to have the same activity to do. By having the
reflection on the implementation, I hope the footstep strategy can be improved to help
language learners in composing descriptive paragraph. The flaws appeared before may be
CONCLUSION
This paper discussed about a particular writing strategy to help the students in
their
ideas to compose the descriptive paragraphs. Since Anderson and Anderson (1998)
explained that the purpose of descriptive paragraphs is to tell about the subject by
describing its features without including personal opinions, it is general that the descriptive
avoiding the repetitive descriptor that is commonly found in composing descriptive
paragraph. By conducting the footsteps strategy, the students are able to make the
descriptive paragraph in short time and it can avoid them from losing their ideas during the
writing process. Therefore, it is expected that this footsteps strategy can be used as one of
writing strategies that help the English language learners in composing their ideas into
good writing product.
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